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FRONT COVER 
  The Lyttelton port engine in steam has the rally visitors transfixed. It 
was steamed regularly over the 3 days . Len Brighton photo. 
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 Now it is over we can sit back and relax in the knowledge we pulled off a 
cracker of a rally despite all  the last minute set backs. From a public and financial 
perspective it was one of our best  thanks to all members and exhibitors who put in a 
terrific effort and a bit of luck with timing. 
The Conditions   The first setback was about 6 of our key rally 
personnel could not come this year due to various good reasons. 
Fortunately they let us know in advance and made arrangements for stand-
ins but it still stretched manpower resources.   
 The real killer though was the weather 76 mm of rain a couple of 
days before saturating the ground.  
       The roadway from door 4 down to the loading ramp completely 
flooded on the Thursday afternoon leading up to the rally . Fortunately it 
drained away quickly but the ground was completely saturated.  

         
 
The wet summer and the  late change in the position of 
the railway crossing giving access to the top paddock 
meant that it could not be completed so temporary 
arrangements had to be made.  

   The public following their maps were just not 
clear on how to get  up to the top paddock to the 

Horses, Earthmoving and Steam ploughing . 
   Actually it did not make any difference  as the 
condition of the back paddock meant  these had to be 
cancelled .  When explained they accepted the situation.  

    Portable steam being set up on the hard standing outside Building 7 in lieu of the Lakeside grass 
because of  the soft conditions. Notable was the 2 Hetz engines , from  now on part of our operating 
list since it has become clear that is the intention of the Trust in leaving them at our Museum.  
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 Mercifully the weather for the rally was perfect dry, light cloud and comfortable temperature. But alas another problem , with 
the overflow car park too sodden to use parking had to be strictly controlled thanks to a hastily co opted team  lead by Paul 

McMillan but all the same we soon filled up all spaces 
with no alternative left but for visitors to park along 
FTG Rd almost to Jells park with some just keeping 
going. I would suggest with them it would have been 
our biggest rally yet. 
 

   Fortunately  our food and hospitality area 
was on well drained ground, allowing our 
patrons to enjoy a feed while appreciating the 

band  playing in the background .  
    Some expressed disappointment about the white van 
obscuring the strategically placed steam engine to add 
atmosphere  Len Brighton photo 

  Vehicles  By Monday afternoon the ground up the 
back was dry enough to take light machinery  but the 
Trackor Trek  had to be curtailed  down the front. 
Nathan Morris was able to demonstrate his late 
model Lanz trctor fitted with a mid mounted 
mower and 3 point linkage blade. 
 
This Chev ute and Furphy watercart outside the oil 
engine compounds made a stricking period display 
that fitted in well with our vintage machinery theme.  

Another  vehicle in a completely different category but 
never the less certainly drawing a lot of interest was this T 
bucket Hot rod  typical of the 1960’s period . What appealed 
to everyone was the style, attention to detail and 
workmanship that it represented. All things that machinery 
enthusiast from whatever period appreciate . 
 I should have parked my Chev next to it ! 
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Stationary steam always fascinates young and old and 
this year the engines were looking magnificent. 

Soft ground meant the heavy 
steamers had to be confined to the 
arena . Mixed blessings as it added 
constant activity to the arena which 
is essential to keep the attention of 
the public but on the other hand 
sometimes restricted their view of 
what was going on. 

 Evident  in Len Brighton’s 
photo is the 2 Fowler steam 

ploughing engines and Robert 
Jones's ex Dave Mickel Yorkshire 
steam wagon.  Incidentally it was 
good to see Dave and his carer at 
the rally  . 

Steam 

A new exhibit for this year was Damian Taylor’s   
Merri Go Round engine  brought down from Echuca  

specially to show us.  Being work in progress the 
construction of the boiler could be fully studied . Particularly 
interesting is  that it is locally made in Melbourne and the 
same as the boiler in the ex John Davies engine in bay 2.  

Sam Newman’s rustic shelter is in the background.  
John Davies collection of miniature steam engines,  now in our 
hands thanks to Joy,  were on display in shed 6. We have just 
ordered display cases so they can be permanently on show. 

Of course the regular 
steaming of the 

Lyttelton engine was the 
show stopper see front cover 
photo. 

Hayden's immaculate display 
of light stationary steam drew 
lots of admirers.  
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Internal Combustion  The 
Willans in all its might now fully 
assembled except for plumbing was a 
head turner for the engine enthusiasts . 
Those who took the time to read the 
banners outlining the crankshaft and 
foundation sagas where amazed by what 
had been achieved  .Len Brighton photo 
 One of these was Ray Gillett who was 
responsible for saving the engine in 
1982. He handed us  his  original receipt 
of  $50 for our records.  He is looking 
forward to seeing it run before 40 years 
are up. 

     Making its debut was 
Warwick’s operational Wankel 

Rotary engine  fully set up on a trolley 
so it can be run.. 
  Being something  you do not see any 
more it  was surprising the nostalgia it’s 
sight and sound brought to  the Baby 
Boomers  obviously Hoons  in their day ! 

Of interest in the Stationary engine compounds was a trio of Southern 
Cross engines set up by Will Boothey and his father Dennis. These 

Toowoomba built engines included their single cylinder  and the clubs twin 
and four cylinder . It would be good to get a 3 cylinder to complete the line up 

The  
Clarke 
“ Troller” 
outboard 
motor of 
Russel 
Morgan 
from Port 
Phillip 
caught my 
attention . 
 It is a small outboard motor that runs with 
the engine  submerged to allow blades on the 
flywheel to form a propeller . Just the petrol 
tank and carburettor are above water.  
Built in the 1930’s it has shades of my 
Torpedo engine , (displayed in shed 9 ) that 
of course also runs flooded. 

 

Accompanying it was an opened up engine that could be rotated to allow  the motion 
of its unique  orbiting 3 sided rotor that functions as a piston, to be comprehended  
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Our Visitors   They are of course what makes a rally . They seem to follow a pattern over the 3 days. Saturday tends to be 
predominantly machinery enthusiast and members of other clubs who often also bring something to display . Monday seems to 
be young families and Sunday a mixture of both. Jo Lloyd did a straw poll that suggests most are local families that saw us on 
the web or are repeat visitors that were reminded by our signs out the front. Recommendation by friends was also a factor. The 
value of  the effort  and money spent on advertizing  in local 
papers was questionable.  
    Our People Mover well loaded up with kids. 
 With the Top  paddock closed  this year it’s primary 
function was giving rides rather than transport around the 
site which was just as popular  
    A packed train in this pic mostly adults.  Thanks 
to Phillip and Laura Haynes and their steam loco 
Ingrid we were able to run 2  trains simultaneously resulting 
in  shorter  queues and record number of rides on each day. 

The B24 Liberator group seemed to have 
the answer with their Mock up bomber 
cockpit . It was great hit with the kids bringing 
much pleasure to everyone .   
 I think we need more of this sort of  display. 
Something robust and simple they can sit in and 
move controls without fear of damage or starting. Any ideas an old Fordson perhaps as we hope to do it all again next year. 

The Open Arena  after the Grand Parade is a great feature of 
our rally  as it allows close up inspections of otherwise 
operational machinery while it is static.  
Being  under the supervision of the driver / owner often 
gives children the opertunity to sit in the seat and pretend to 
drive while the parents click away on their camera .   
 The pleasure this brings everyone is immense.   

Unfortunately behaviours seem to be changing and  it 
may soon not be possible to leave static machinery 
accessible to the public. More than ever children are 
found climbing all over  the vintage vehicles often 
encouraged by their parents. It seems to me to be a lack 
of respect for other peoples pride and joy combined 
with no comprehension that our vintage machinery is 
capable of actually running  or could be damaged.  
I wonder if our machinery is perceived by these people 
in the same way as a  3-D computer  game  that can be 
manipulated with complete immunity from damage and 
consequences. It would be a shame to have to put 
everything behind barricades to guard against this and 
the monkey see monkey do types. 
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Coming Events 
 

All on hold  

With the virus situation changing by the minute the club will be 
complying with government directives which require  closing the 

gates to the public and cancelling Social Meetings. 

Bob Atkins’s latest creation a Hot Air  engine powered light 
boat.   
The principle was patented in 1866 by vicar Robert Stirling 

and despite modern improvements in material and being pressurized 
it’s 180 watts of power is barely enough to move the boat. 

Club members new and old get together to sort out 
John Davies R &T engine under Eddie Bedwell’s 

expert guidance L toR ron king ,  Adam Powell, Eddie 
Bedwell, Tom Dermay, Dennis Boothey, Andrew 

Jackson and a visitor from kindred club. 
 The bailer at last in action at last.  

New Exhibits  Not everyone is aware of the effort put in by so many 
people to have something new for our rally. Here is a glimpse 

Although far from finished Peter Lynch 
and team put the new Club Loco on 

display . Complete with a board acknowledging the 
sponsorship by a Knox City Council Development 
fund. The engine has since been test run. 

Simon Ross put 
in a special 
effort to 
get his very rare 
and superbly 
restored Moline 
tractor to our 
rally . 
We look forward 
to seeing more 
of him . 

Adrian Anderson got great satisfaction in being 
able to show  Dave Mickle the results of all the 

work he has put into LittleFoot’s restoration . It was 
in a very derelict state when Dave gave it to the club.  
 It was fantastic Dave was able to get to the rally for a 
short visit.  What a thrill it was for him on what turned 
out to be his last visit to the club he helped found. ?   

Rohan 
Lamb 
photo 


